December 1, 2008

" #l
My Dear Friends, "H#IE
The time between Thanksgiving and the celetmatf the birth of Jesus is a great time to reeatalpriorities in
light of the mission God has given to us. | haad keveral people ask me in the last month whaliffexrence is
between the various shelters that help the homeldsksPaso. My answer is that the primary purpafsthe
Rescue Mission is to proclaim the Gospel of JedussCto the poor.

Our mission statement is: “The
Rescue Mission of El Paso serves as a
member of the local body of Christ in
proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ
to the poor and displaced while demon-
strating the love of Christ in assisting
persons with physical needs of food,
clothing, shelter, counseling, education,
and vocational training and placement.”
Our task is to assist the local churches
in reaching the homeless with the life-
transforming news of Jesus, and we
deliver that message by first meeting

the physical needs of the homeless. ~ Réscue Mission Chaplain Julius Martin shares thesage of Jesus

Each month hundreds of homeless people corodhirtMission looking for
help. Some come with family or friends and othaesall alone. Some want
nothing more than a shower and a meal, but whdg #re here, they meet with
others who have been able to get jobs and escapetifie harsh life on the streets.
They are greeted with the friendly faces of thehein staff who offer plates of
delicious food and then say, “If that's not enougtil come back for more.”
When hungry, homeless people are welcomed andédthey are receptive to
hearing about the love of Jesus and the hoperiemalife with Christ.

The ministry of the Rescue Mission is to crdasting change in the lives of the
homeless. We don’t want to be just a
band-aid, we want to be a pathway to
better life, and the better life comes
through Christ.

Of course, none of the work of reaching out®poor with the love of#&”
Jesus is possible without your prayer and suppimank you for being a®°
partner with the Rescue Mission in bringing hopth®whomeless. | have «
enclosed an envelope for your convenience. Plesesé to send your tax
-deductible contribution to the Rescue Mission.ui¥dollars make a dif-
ference as we reach out to the homeless with fiee off rescue through ,
Christ.

Ruben and Chef Bill Cox get ready for

Have a very blessed Christmas,
the next meal.

m M Blake W. Barrow
. Director



