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Then 

My Dear Friends, 
 
     This month I want to give you a visual image of the planned Rescue 
Mission expansion which, with God’s help, and your prayers and gifts will       
become a reality very soon.  The photo on the left is the Mission’s main 
building as it looks today and on the right is an artist’s drawing of what the 
new building will look like from the same perspective as the first picture. 
 
     I only wish this building were already a reality because the need is here 
now.  The first floor of the new building will provide new bathrooms for 
homeless men as well as a medical unit which will be able to minister to as 
many as 17 people at one time.   
 
     I received a phone call last week from a lady who was being discharged 
from Thomason Hospital.  She had been staying at the Mission and was 
calling to advise me that she would be returning as soon as the ambulance 
could transport her to us.  She then said, “I don’t have a liver.”  It was an 
awkward moment in the conversation.  I did not have the benefit of eye-to-
eye contact and she had phrased it in such a blunt manner.  I replied, “You 
really need a liver.”  She responded, “Yes, I know, I don’t have long.  
There is hardly any liver function left.” 
 
     We provide a lot of hospice care here at the Rescue Mission.  At any 
particular time we will have two or three people receiving care from either 
Hospice of VNA or Hospice of El Paso.  We are very grateful to these two 
wonderful organizations who provide so much comfort to people who are 
coming to the end of their lives.  What a privilege it is to be able to show 
the love of Jesus to a person who does not have long to live! 

Now 

     We are continuing to care for our guest from Thomason Hospital but  
I am a little embarrassed that we do not have better accommodations to 
offer her.  Once our new facility is completed, we will have a separate 
area of the Mission to house those who need special medical care, and  
we will have a nurse available to assist with patient care. 
 
     One of the harsh realities of working with the homeless is that few    
of them have had the luxury of preventative healthcare.  Living on the 
streets for any length of time causes numerous health problems.  People 
at the Mission usually have few healthcare choices other than calling 
EMS when they feel they have a medical emergency.  So far in 2008    
we have averaged 110 calls for ambulance assistance for someone at the 
Rescue Mission each month.  Not only will this new addition greatly   
improve the living conditions for those in medical distress, but also it 
will dramatically reduce costs for all of us by reducing ambulance calls 
and emergency room visits.  Instead of calling 911, a homeless person 
will be able to see a nurse right here at the Rescue Mission to determine 
whether EMS or emergency room services are needed. 
 
     We are making progress in raising money for this project, but we  
need your help.  Please pray for us and send what you can in the enclosed 
envelope to help the homeless.  God bless you for your generosity. 
 
     With Thanks, 
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Blake W. Barrow 
August 1, 2008 


